
12th Imam [a] Contest 1423 A.H.
APPLICATION FORM

Full Name: ____________________________Age (as of Oct 1/02): ___ Gender: M / F 

Address: ___________________________________________ City: _______________

Tel: ____________________________ Fax: __________________________

Email Address: _________________________ 

Name of Youth Group in your area / affiliation: _____________________ 

Name of School/College/University or Workplace: ___________________

CONTEST DETAILS

Please read the following instructions before you proceed to the contest:

1. The contest is divided into three age groups: Children (11 and under), Junior Youths, (12 – 17), and Senior Youths, (18 - 29).

2. Contestants MUST submit this application form along with the answers via mail or email.

3. Some questions require a short answer or an essay-type response. The discretion is left up to the contestant. However, such answers must be 250 words or LESS.

4. Applications can be sent to:
M.Y.A Head Office – 12th Imam [a] Contest
31 Farmstead Rd. Richmond Hill,

Ontario, Canada L4S 1V8





 
Or via email: MYA@MuslimYouth.ca 

5. Answers must be received by 5pm EST on Friday October 18th, 2002.

6. Winner in each age group gets $110. The runner-up gets $40. All participants get an Islamic Book. Winners will be announced on 15th Shabaan 1423 A.H.

7. The contest is only open to youths across Canada. However, communities in other parts of the world are welcomed to use the questions locally.

Recommended reading guide for answers:

1.
Discussions Concerning Al-Mahdi 

By Ayatullah al-'Uzma Hajj Shaykh Lutfullah Saafi Gulpaygani

2.
Kitab al-Irshad By Shaykh Mufeed

3.
Traditions of the Ahl al-Bayt (A Bundle of Flowers) Compiled by Ayatullah Faqhi Imani

4. Fascinating Discourses of the Fourteen Infallibles Compiled by the Islamic Propagation Organization of Turkey

5. Holy Qur'an
6. Holy Qur’an and Imaam Mahdi (as), Compiled by As-Sayyid Farhat Husain Al-Moosawi
7. The Twelfth Imam by Murtaza Lakha
8. Lectures of Hujjatul Islam Mawlana Sadiq Hassan
12th Imam [a] Contest: Children Ages 11 and under
You are now an Islamic Artist and you must make a greeting card for the birthday of our 12th Imam [a]. The card should have a cover picture that is related to our 12th Imam [a].

CONTEST RULES:

1. The card should have a cover page which displays a picture drawing or painting that must be done in colour.

2. You are responsible to make sure that the original HARD COPY is submitted to M.Y.A. by the deadline.

3. The minimum size of the card is 4” by 7”

4. The drawing or painting should relate to one of the following themes:

a. Samarrah

b. Signs of the Last Days

c. Signs of the 12th Imam [a]

d. Events after the reappearance of the Imam [a]

e. The period of Ghaibat
f. Or any related topic…

5. The submissions must include a title or caption that outlines / explains the significance of the drawing or painting.

6. Parents can help with topic selection but the drawing or painting MUST BE DONE by the contestant WITHOUT ANY ASSISTANCE.

7. The criteria for the judging will be the quality of the artwork and the wording inside of the card. NOTICE: The working and drawings must reflect the age of the contestant, i.e. it should be their work, NOT the work of their parents, friends, or siblings.

SUBMIT CARDS BY MAIL. The mailing address is provided on the application form.

12th Imam [a] Contest: Junior Youths Ages 12 – 17
1. What is the full name of the mother of the 12th Imam [a]?

2. How old will the 12th Imam [a] be this 15th Sha'ban (1423 A.H.)?

3. What were the names of the four ambassadors of the 12th Imam [a] during the minor occultation (Ghaibat-e-Sugra)?

4. Which battle fought by the Holy Prophet [s] had the same number of companions as the number of Imam’s (initial devout) companions? 

5. Quote a hadith you know from the 12th Imam [a]. Mention the full reference for the hadith you quote.

6. In what languages will our Imam be able to communicate when he reappears? 

7. During the time of the Major Occultation (Ghaibat-e-Kubrah), who are the 'general' representatives of the 12th Imam [a]? Name three of them:   

8. What is the name of the period when all the Imams will come back to the world and avenge the crimes committed against the Ahlul-bayt [a]? 

9. Masjid-e-Jamkaran (in a town just outside of Qum, Iran) has been built on the orders of the 12th Imam [a]. It is the site where people congregate every __________ night for prayers in hopes that they will meet the Imam [a]?

10. How old was our 12th Imam [s] at the start of the Minor Occultation (Ghaibat-e-Sugra)?

11. Muslims are encouraged to know about their Imam at all times. What is the Arabic term that means to have “awareness” of the Imam [s]?

12. Which Prophet will join the 12th Imam on his mission?


Short Answer Questions (maximum 250 words)

13. How has the faith in the living Imam [a] helped you become a better Muslim?

14. Shi’as have always been interested in the signs of the reappearance of the 12th Imam [a]. What is the difference between general signs and the specific signs? Provide two examples of each.

SUBMIT ANSWERS BY MAIL OR EMAIL: MYA@MuslimYouth.ca
The mailing address is provided on the application form.

12th Imam [a] Contest: Senior Youths Ages 18 –29
1. Towards which city will the 12th Imam [a] head after his rise from Makkah?

2. Traditions state that only 1/3 of the world’s population will survive in the final days. What two major causes of death will wipe out the other 2/3 ?

3. What three sins will be common amongst the so-called mo’mineen during the last days?

4. What is the name of the tyrant that will wage a war against the 12th Imam [a]?

5. What city will be the capital of the tyrant that fights against the 12th Imam [a]?

6. The idea of representatives of Imams was introduced to the Shias before the Ghaibat as training for what was to come. Under which of the 12 Imams did the institution / practice commence?

7. What three things (of the many things that the Imam has inherited) does he currently have in his possession from the previous Prophets and/or A'immah?
8. For how many days must one recite Dua al-Ahad after fajr prayers if one wishes to be amongst the companions of the 12th Imam [a]?

9. Where did the Minor Occultation (Ghaibat-e-Sugra) of our Imam start? Name the specific location.

10. Describe three (3) definite (specific) signs before the appearance of the 12th Imam [a].

11. What flag colour is associated with the Mahdi [a] in history, so much so that the Bani-Abbas changed their flag to this colour?

Short Answer Questions (maximum 250 words)

12. What are the practical ways of keeping alive the belief in the 12th Imam [a] amongst Muslim Youths?

13. What is the origin and reason behind sending areedha to the 12th Imam [a]?

14. Some misguided people claim that the concept of the 12th Imam [a] was created by the Shi’as to fulfill their religious and political needs. How do you respond to such a challenge. Please use proofs from Qur’an and Hadith.  

SUBMIT ANSWERS BY MAIL OR EMAIL: MYA@MuslimYouth.ca
The mailing address is provided on the application form.

The Muslim Youth Association (M.Y.A.) is an umbrella organization representing Shia Youth groups from Canada. For more information visit www.MuslimYouth.ca M.Y.A. is a branch of the I.H.S.


