
12th Imam [a] Contest 1424
APPLICATION FORM:
Name: _________________________    Age (as of Sept. 30/03): ___ Gender: M / F 

Address: ___________________________________________ City: _______________

Tel: ____________________________ Fax: __________________________

Email Address: _________________________ 

Name of Youth Group Affiliation: _____________________ 

Name of School/College/University: ____________________

CONTEST DETAILS:
Please read the following instructions carefully before you proceed:

1. The contest is divided into two age groups: Junior Youths, i.e. 12 – 17 year old, and Senior Youths, i.e. 18 - 28 years old.
2. Contestants must submit this application form along with the answers.
3. Some questions require a short answer or an essay-type response. Such responses cannot be more than 250 words.

4. Deadline to submit your answers: 
Sunday 19th October, 2003
5. Applications can be sent to:

M.Y.A – 12th Imam [a] Contest
150 Bean Crescent,

Ajax, Ontario, Canada L1T 4K3




 

or by Email: MYA@MuslimYouth.ca .
6. 1st place in each age group gets $110. 2nd place in each age group gets $72. Top three contestants will receive a prize. Winners will be announced in the Holy Month of Ramadhan. Only contestants living in Canada quality for the awards.
Recommended reading guide for answers:

1.
Discussions Concerning Al-Mahdi 

By Ayatullah al-'Uzma Hajj Shaykh Lutfullah Saafi Gulpaygani

2.
Kitab al-Irshad By Shaykh Mufeed

3.
Traditions of the Ahl al-Bayt (A Bundle of Flowers) Compiled by Ayatullah Faqhi Imani

4. Fascinating Discourses of the Fourteen Infallibles Compiled by the Islamic Propagation Organization of Turkey

5. Day of Judgment by Sayyid Saeed Akhtar Rizvi
6. Holy Qur’an and Imaam Mahdi (as), Compiled by As-Sayyid Farhat Husain Al-Moosawi
12th Imam [a] Contest: Junior Youths Ages 12 – 17
1. How old will the 12th Imam [a] be this 15th Sha'ban (1424 A.H.)?

2. Name the famous mosque (in a town just outside of Qum, Iran) that was built on the orders of the 12th Imam [a]?

3. Which is the special night when people congregate in this mosque (referred to in question 2) since it is visited by the 12th Imam [a]?

4. People have a hard time believing the long age of the 12th Imam [a]. Which Prophet’s example can you give to calm their confusion?

5. According to ahadith, during the days leading up to the reappearance of the 12th Imam [a], the masses will go to hajj but not with pure intentions. For what purpose will i) the rich to go hajj, ii) the middleclass go to hajj, iii) the poor go to hajj?
6. What famous dua' (supplication) was taught to us by the 12th Imam [a] (this dua’ is usually recited every night during the Holy Month of Ramadhan)?

7. According to history, who taught us Dua’-e-Nudbah?

8. What is the Arabic term for the ‘deputies’ of the 12th Imam [a]?

9. Quote a hadith that you know from the 12th Imam [a]. Mention the complete reference for the hadith you quote.

10. In which city is the 12th Imam’s [a] grandfather buried?

11. How long was the minor occultation (ghabat-e-Sugra) and provide dates?

12. The 12th Imam [a] is said to frequent many Masaajid throughout this earth on a weekly and yearly basis – list three of these sacred places of worship and when (what day or month) the 12th Imam [a] is reported to be there.

13. Provide a bibliographical reference to three well-known books on the 12th Imam [a].


Short Answer Questions (maximum 250 words)

14. List and explain five benefits that one gets by praying for the 12th Imam’s [a] reappearance? 
15. You are talking to your Shia friend on Thursday night and realize that they do not know about the period of Raja’ah? How do you explain to them what Raja’ah is all about?
12th Imam [a] Contest: Senior Youths (Ages 18 - 28)
1. List five titles of the 12th Imam [a] with the correct translation / meaning.
2. What precious item of Imam ‘Ali bin Abi Talib [a] is currently with the 12th Imam [a]?

3. The birth of the 12th Imam [a] was not known to the public and was hidden by Divine protection. Which other birth in history was also hidden by Divine protection?

4. What verse or passage of verses in the Holy Qur’an describes people who were waiting for their saviour, but many rejected him when he came to them?

5. What is the name of the uncle of the 12th Imam [a] who was about to start leading the Sataul- Janazah for the 11th Imam [a], and was stopped by the 12th Imam [a] (as this was the duty of the ma’sum Imam)?

6. Name the four holy personalities who are buried in Samarrah, Iraq.
7. It has been narrated from Prophet Muhammad [s] that when the 12th Imam [a] is commanded to return, his dhuhoor (return) will be from a specific city and from a specific location in that city.  What is the city and what is this specific location?

8. Which famous 'alim (scholar) was born by the dua’ (supplication) of the 12th Imam [a]?

9. What dua' (supplication) did our 6th Imam, Ja'far ibn Muhammad al-Sadiq [a] teach us to recite every Friday morning before the time of Dhohr prayer which is particular to the 12th Imam [a]?

10. Name the caliph who poisoned Imam Hassan al-Askari [a] and was the ruling caliph when the 12th Imam [a] commenced his Imamate. In what year was this? And how old was the 12th Imam [a] when his father passed away?

11. Which verse of the Holy Qur’an asks the rhetorical question, have people presumed they will be released (of trials) upon saying ‘we believe’, without being tested?
12. To whom are the months of Rajab, Sha’baan, and Holy Ramadhan linked? i.e. according to ahadith, Rajab is whose month, Sha’baan is whose month, and Holy Ramadhan is whose month?
13. Short Answer Questions (maximum 250 words)

14. The manifestation of certain signs of the reappearance of the 12th Imam [a] does not necessarily mean that they cannot occur again, or that the Dhuhoor is imminent. Discuss this statement, and indicate whether you support it or reject it by providing examples.    
15. List five responsibilities of the Shias towards the 12th Imam [a] during the major occultation.
Muslim Youth Association (MYA) is an umbrella organization representing Shia Youth groups from across Canada. For more information visit www.MuslimYouth.ca  MYA is a branch of the I.H.S.


